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A stellar moment of Czech
surrealism. Styrsky's work can
cost 120 million
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When the painter Jind¥ich Styrsky was dying in 1942, it hung above his bed. It
was owned by Toyen for the next forty years and then part of a private

collection. On Wednesday, a fight will break out for it during the Sotheby's



auction in Paris. Styrsky's painting The Trauma of Birth can sell for more

than one hundred million crowns.

Czech art has a great author's record. At the same time, it is possible that the result
of the auction for the time of creation of the unusually large oil, measuring one by
two and a half meters, will place its author among the most expensive Czech

artists.

According to data from the Kodl auction gallery, the most expensive Styrian work
sold at auction so far is the painting Utonuld, which, even with the auction
markup, was sold six years ago for 766,000 euros, roughly 20 million crowns at the

time.

Now, however, Sotheby's expects that Birth Trauma will sell for three and a half to

five million euros, i.e. up to 120 million crowns.

But it is still not enough for the most expensive work by an author of Czech origin.
Since March 2021, this first place has been held by FrantiSek Kupka, whose work

Tryskani II was also sold at Sotheby's for 230 million crowns.

Before that, the first place belonged to the painting of the Enthroned Virgin Mary
with a Child attributed to the workshop of the Master of the VySebrod Altarpiece,

which was sold in November 2019 at an auction in Dijon for 158 million crowns.



At the same time, the National Gallery in Prague was interested in the work, but in
the end it was acquired by the much more famous Metropolitan Museum in New
York.

— ART

According to the British auction house, thanks to its spectacular format, Trauma of
Birth is a surrealist work of museum importance and undoubtedly the most
important work of the painter JindFich Styrsky, a great prophet of the Czech avant-

garde and a companion of the painter Toyen.

"This is a fundamental work of Jindrich Styrsky from an important period of his
work, which perfectly represents not only Czech but also world surrealism. I
would like the painting to be sold somewhere towards the higher end of the
estimated price, because Styrsky deserves such an award," says gallerist Martin
Kodl.

"Furthermore, he would finally be able to get out of Toyen's kind of economic
shadow. A record sale would help to further increase the visibility of Czech fine

art in the world," he adds.
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According to the head of Prague's DSC Gallery, this is a museum painting that, in

his view, cannot be measured even with the works of FrantiSek Kupka.

»slrauma zrozeni je neopakovatelné nejen svym rozmérem nebo dobou vzniku, ale

i tim, Ze obraz tak dlouhou dobu vlastnila Toyen,“ dopliiuje Edmund Cucka, jehoZ



by nejvic potésilo, kdyby dilo zakoupila néktera z ¢eskych instituci, ackoli dodava,

Ze priliS nepocita s tim, Ze by se néco takového stalo.

»,Doufam, Ze nékdo z ¢eskych patriott si dilo nenechd ujit, zakoupi ho a nasledné
jej do¢asné néjaké verejné instituci zapiijéi. Mezi prednimi sbérateli jsou Styrsky
i Toyen velmi Zddani. Znam nékolik sbérateld, kteti zvazuji, Ze se parizské aukce

zucastni,“ dodava Cucka.
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Styrského obraz pripomina 3kolni tabuli, na jejiz cerné plose jsou umistény

sugestivné namalované objekty, které zobrazuji autorovy osobni a snové zazitky.

Mnohé z nich vychdzeji z kritického zdravotniho stavu, do néhoz se malif dostal
béhem pobytu v Patizi v Cervnu 1935, kdy spolu s Vitézslavem Nezvalem a Toyen
navstivili pratele z francouzské surrealistické skupiny André Bretona a Paula

Eluarda. Styrsky v té dobé dostal infarkt a ziistal v pafiZské nemocnici.

»Z této osobni zkuSenosti blizké smrti vznikl obraz mimoradné sily, ktery je dnes
povaZovan za kvintesenci surrealistického obrazu. Pravé béhem svého parizského
pobytu v letech 1925—1929 Styrsky vstfebaval lekce surrealismu po boku
nejvétsich osobnosti hnuti. Samotné principy surrealismu si osvojil do té miry, Ze
v roce 1934 spolu s Karlem Teigem, Toyen a Vitézslavem Nezvalem

v Ceskoslovensku zaloZil surrealistickou skupinu, jejimZ vzorem se stal pravé

tento obraz,“ uvadi aukéni sin Sotheby’s.



JindFich Styrsky a Toyen na své spoletné vystavé v AlSové sini Umélecké besedy v Praze v listopadu 1931




Stejné jako u viech surrealistt je i u Styrského v centru pozornosti rodici se
Freudtv pojem podvédomi a vliv psychoanalyzy, coz doklada i toto dilo, v némz
objekty jako by vychézely z podvédomych ¢i nevédomych asociaci a z néhoz

vyzatuje atmosféra piripominajici nocni miru ¢i podivny sen.

Kazdy ze zobrazenych pfedmétti mél pro Styrského hluboky vyznam, ktery

predznamenal v jeho predchozich dilech a ovlivnil i autorovu dalsi tvorbu.

Styrsky obraz poprvé vystavil na podzim 1936 poprvé na ¢lenské vystavé Spolku
vytvarnych umeélcti Manes. Nikdy ho neprodal, mél ho ve svém pokoji a nad
posteli mu visel i v roce 1942, kdyZ v souvislosti s problémy se srdcem zemfel.
Po jeho smrti preSel do vlastnictvi Toyen, kterd ho v roce 1947, kdyZ uprchla

z komunistického Ceskoslovenska, vyvezla do PafiZe.

Even Toyen never got rid of the painting and kept it at home until her death in
1980. Birth Trauma was then offered at an auction of Toyen's estate, which took
place in 1982, when it was bought for the collection by the collector Jean-Claude
Binoche, who paid for it 72 thousand francs, which corresponds to approximately

26 thousand euros today.

Did you find an error in the article? Write to us at editor@forbes.cz
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