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When the painter JindĚich ġt\rsk¿ was d\ing in 1942, it hung above his bed. It
was owned b\ To\en for the ne[t fort\ \ears and then part of a private
collection. On Wednesda\, a fight will break out for it during the Sotheb\'s

A stellar moment of C]ech
surrealism. ġtyrsk¿'s work can
cost 120 million
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auction in Paris. ġt\rsk¿'s painting The Trauma of Birth can sell for more
than one hundred million crowns.

C]ech art has a great author's record. At the same time, it is possible that the result
of the auction for the time of creation of the unusually large oil, measuring one by
two and a half meters, will place its author among the most expensive C]ech
artists.

According to data from the Kodl auction gallery, the most expensive Styrian work
sold at auction so far is the painting Utonul£, which, even with the auction
markup, was sold six years ago for 766,000 euros, roughly 20 million crowns at the
time.

Now, however, Sotheby's expects that Birth Trauma will sell for three and a half to
five million euros, i.e. up to 120 million crowns.

But it is still not enough for the most expensive work by an author of C]ech origin.
Since March 2021, this first place has been held by FrantiĢek Kupka, whose work
Trysk£n¯ II was also sold at Sotheby's for 230 million crowns.

Before that, the first place belonged to the painting of the Enthroned Virgin Mary
with a Child attributed to the workshop of the Master of the VyĢebrod Altarpiece,
which was sold in November 2019 at an auction in Dijon for 158 million crowns.



At the same time, the National Gallery in Prague was interested in the work, but in
the end it was acquired by the much more famous Metropolitan Museum in New
York.

According to the British auction house, thanks to its spectacular format, Trauma of
Birth is a surrealist work of museum importance and undoubtedly the most
important work of the painter JindĚich ġtyrsk¿, a great prophet of the C]ech avant-
garde and a companion of the painter Toyen.

Přehrßt ^noZY

"This is a fundamental work of JindĚich ġtyrsk¿ from an important period of his
work, which perfectly represents not only C]ech but also world surrealism. I
would like the painting to be sold somewhere towards the higher end of the
estimated price, because ġtyrsk¿ deserves such an award," says gallerist Martin
Kodl.

"Furthermore, he would finally be able to get out of Toyen's kind of economic
shadow. A record sale would help to further increase the visibility of C]ech fine
art in the world," he adds.
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According to the head of Prague's DSC Gallery, this is a museum painting that, in
his view, cannot be measured even with the works of FrantiĢek Kupka.

ȋTrauma ]ro]en¯ je neopakovateln« nejen sv¿m ro]mÝrem nebo dobou v]niku, ale
ibt¯m, Ŀe obra] tak dlouhou dobu vlastnila Toyen,ȉ doplĉuje Edmund ÎuÏka, jehoĿ



by nejv¯c potÝĢilo, kdyby d¯lo ]akoupila nÝkter£ ]bÏesk¿ch instituc¯, aÏkoli dod£v£,
Ŀe pĚ¯liĢ nepoÏ¯t£ sbt¯m, Ŀe by se nÝco takov«ho stalo.

ȋDouf£m, Ŀe nÝkdo ]bÏesk¿ch patriotİ si d¯lo nenech£ uj¯t, ]akoup¯ ho abn£slednÝ
jej doÏasnÝ nÝjak« veĚejn« instituci ]apİjÏ¯. Me]i pĚedn¯mi sbÝrateli jsou ġtyrsk¿
ibToyen velmi Ŀ£dan¯. Zn£m nÝkolik sbÝratelİ, kteĚ¯ ]vaĿuj¯, Ŀe se paĚ¯Ŀsk« aukce
]¼Ïastn¯,ȉ dod£v£ ÎuÏka.

FORBES CRYPTOSHOT

KaĿdou stĚedu v£s provedeme svÝtem haĢ¯, eliptick¿ch kĚivek, metaver] ibmemy ps¯ch plemen.
Cryptoshot je autorsk¿ newsletter Karla Wolfa ȁ u]n£van«ho experta na kryptomÝny abblockchain.

ġtyrsk«ho obra] pĚipom¯n£ Ģkoln¯ tabuli, na jej¯Ŀ Ïern« ploĢe jsou um¯stÝny
sugestivnÝ namalovan« objekty, kter« ]obra]uj¯ autorovy osobn¯ absnov« ]£Ŀitky.

Mnoh« ]bnich vych£]ej¯ ]bkritick«ho ]dravotn¯ho stavu, do nÝhoĿ se mal¯Ě dostal
bÝhem pobytu vbPaĚ¯Ŀi vbÏervnu 1935, kdy spolu sbV¯tÝ]slavem Ne]valem abToyen
navĢt¯vili pĚ£tele ]bfrancou]sk« surrealistick« skupiny Andr« Bretona abPaula
Eluarda. ġtyrsk¿ vbt« dobÝ dostal infarkt ab]İstal vbpaĚ¯Ŀsk« nemocnici.

ȋZbt«to osobn¯ ]kuĢenosti bl¯]k« smrti v]nikl obra] mimoĚ£dn« s¯ly, kter¿ je dnes
povaĿov£n ]a kvintesenci surrealistick«ho obra]u. Pr£vÝ bÝhem sv«ho paĚ¯Ŀsk«ho
pobytu vbletech 1925Ȃ1929 ġtyrsk¿ vstĚeb£val lekce surrealismu pobboku
nejvÝtĢ¯ch osobnost¯ hnut¯. Samotn« principy surrealismu si osvojil do t« m¯ry, Ŀe
vbroce 1934 spolu sbKarlem Teigem, Toyen abV¯tÝ]slavem Ne]valem
vbÎeskoslovensku ]aloĿil surrealistickou skupinu, jej¯mĿ v]orem se stal pr£vÝ
tento obra],ȉ uv£d¯ aukÏn¯ s¯ĉ Sothebyvs.
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JindĚich ġtyrsk¿ abToyen na sv« spoleÏn« v¿stavÝ vbAlĢovÝ s¯ni UmÝleck« besedy vbPra]e vblistopadub1931



StejnÝ jako ubvĢech surrealistİ je ibubġtyrsk«ho vbcentru po]ornosti rod¯c¯ se
Freudİv pojem podvÝdom¯ abvliv psychoanal¿]y, coĿ dokl£d£ ibtoto d¯lo, vbnÝmĿ
objekty jako by vych£]ely ]bpodvÝdom¿ch ÏibnevÝdom¿ch asociac¯ ab]bnÝhoĿ
vy]aĚuje atmosf«ra pĚipom¯naj¯c¯ noÏn¯ mİru Ïibpodivn¿ sen.

KaĿd¿ ]e ]obra]en¿ch pĚedmÝtİ mÝl pro ġtyrsk«ho hlubok¿ v¿]nam, kter¿
pĚed]namenal vbjeho pĚedcho]¯ch d¯lech abovlivnil ibautorovu dalĢ¯ tvorbu.

ġtyrsk¿ obra] poprv« vystavil na pod]im 1936 poprv« na Ïlensk« v¿stavÝ Spolku
v¿tvarn¿ch umÝlcİ M£nes. Nikdy ho neprodal, mÝl ho ve sv«m pokoji abnad
postel¯ mu visel ibvbroce 1942, kdyĿ vbsouvislosti sbprobl«my se srdcem ]emĚel.
Pobjeho smrti pĚeĢel do vlastnictv¯ Toyen, kter£b ho vbroce 1947, kdyĿ uprchla
]bkomunistick«ho Îeskoslovenska, vyve]la do PaĚ¯Ŀe.

Even Toyen never got rid of the painting and kept it at home until her death in
1980. Birth Trauma was then offered at an auction of Toyen's estate, which took
place in 1982, when it was bought for the collection by the collector Jean-Claude
Binoche, who paid for it 72 thousand francs, which corresponds to approximately
26 thousand euros today.

Did you find an error in the article? Write to us at editor@forbes.c]
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